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An Alternative Narrative 

to Derbyshire’s World 

War 1 
There are many histories of 

World War 1. The most 

frequently told is of battles, 

soldiers & the trenches. These 

must not be forgotten, but there 

are other stories to tell. This is a 

look at a few of Derbyshire’s 

stories in a national context. The 

focus is Conscientious 

Objection. 

 

 

 

“ It was hard to be a Conscientious Objector because you 

were basically against everyone else in society.” 

Year 9 student Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School 
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Introduction 

 “This was different and enjoyable. Got me going. Loved it.”  

Ian Lloyd Y9 History Teacher Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School 

 
In 2013 Chesterfield Propeace came together to form a group that would look at an 

alternative narrative of World War 1 in Derbyshire. This was to balance all the 

commemorations around soldiers, battles and trenches. Given their interests they 

chose to look at Conscientious Objection. 

Later in 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded them a £10,000 First World War 

grant to carry out their Courage of Conscience project. Part of the project was about 

engaging children and young people, so they commissioned Gertie Whitfield, from 

Whitworks, to create and trial a primary scheme of work.  

Working closely with Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School, Gertie has created the 

following lessons from the painstaking research that has taken place, and trialled 

them across April and May 2015. The scheme of work is designed to stimulate 

discussion and reflection about the issues facing the government, the ordinary 

families and those that felt that killing was wrong. 

The resource has certainly been successful in achieving that aim, as reflected 

throughout the lesson plans. 

Thanks 

Courage of Conscience 

Sue Owen 

Jeannie Robinson 

Lesley Matthews 

Lynn Pardo 

Hilary Cave 

Jenny Pereira 

 

Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School History Department and Students 

Chris Lawton 

Paul Wordsworth 

Rak Azib 

Ian Lloyd 

Jenny Burks  

Year 9s  
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Other Contributors 

Steve Gartland who contributed his grandfather, Arthur Bowles’, conscientious 

objection documents 

Chloe and Deirdre Mason who contributed their view on their great grandmother, 

Alice Wheeldon’s, story 

 

Guidance and Curriculum Notes 

The lack of power point is deliberate. These lessons are all about discussion and 

collaborative learning. If you wish to use power point then this will be part of you 

making it your own. 

National Curriculum History 

Challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day inter-war 

years or a local history study.  

 
British Values 
When publishing the guidance in Nov 2014, Lord Nash said: 
A key part of our plan for education is to ensure children become valuable and fully 
rounded members of society who treat others with respect and tolerance, regardless 
of background. 

We want every school to promote the basic British values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance for those of different faiths 
and beliefs. 

This ensures young people understand the importance of respect and leave school 
fully prepared for life in modern Britain. 

Examples of the understanding and knowledge pupils are expected to learn include: 

… 
 an acceptance that people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 

none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of 
prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour 

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination 
 
This Courage of Conscience scheme of work covers the above values. It covers the 
notions of respect, acceptance and explores the prejudice those that took this stand 
experienced. The style of work also insists on respect in order for the children to 
complete the work successfully. 
 
Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
Courage of Conscience has PSHE values and skills at its heart: 

 respect for others 

 challenging & exploring prejudice 

 working together 

 decision making and consequences 
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Learning in All Activities 

 To use a variety of drama techniques  

 To work collaboratively 

 To reflect & form own opinions about what is being learnt 

 To develop speaking and listening 

 To develop empathy 

 To gain some knowledge of some of the history of WW1 

 

Recruitment & Propaganda 
Learning  

 To be introduced to some of the ways that the men of England were 

encouraged to go and fight in the army 

 To reflect on the methods of recruitment 

 To identify and experience how propaganda works on emotions 

 To set homework to get them thinking about language and the literature of the 

time 

 

Resources 

Copies of words to Pack Up your Troubles at least one between 2 

15 pairs of posters and questions laminated for use with other groups NB separate 

document. 

 

Activity 1 

Put copies of lyrics on desks. 

As the students enter the room have Pack Up Your Troubles in your Old Kit Bag by 

Oscar Seagle playing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXcs1Vv3YlE (NB just over 

4 mins long) 

“This song gives the idea that war is a good thing and they will have a really 

fun time.” 

A response from Year 9 student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXcs1Vv3YlE
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Hands Up Agree/Disagree 

NB Make it clear that there is no right answer. They just have to be able to justify 

their opinion. 

This is a pro war and recruitment song. 

The government were right to use various techniques to encourage men to fight in 

the War. 

Listen to 2 or 3 opinions and discuss as appropriate. 

Historical Context to Share 

At the beginning of WW1 the British army was small, well trained and experienced. 

The Navy was large and strong. It was clear this was going to be a land war and 

Britain needed to recruit quickly. 

To begin with there were plenty of volunteers, but Britain still needed more. They 

used many techniques. One was posters.  

Activity 2 

In pairs, have one pair of posters and questions. Answer questions recording them to 

feedback. 

 

15 pairs of posters have been carefully selected. Print them off for the pupils.  

 

NB If you observe and watch you may find there are aspects of the posters they will 

might not understand aspects fully. It might be worth stopping the whole group and 

discussing what King, Country & God meant at this time explaining how intertwined 

they were. 

 

Reflection 

 Answer questions first. Issues may include: 

 What is a Conscientious objector? 

 How could they enlist men from abroad?  

 Pals Battalions? 

 When single men were encouraged before those that were married etc ? 

Feedback and discuss.  

Share the idea of propaganda with them and ensure they understand what it is. 

Hopefully, the discussion will talk about how propaganda works. 

Propaganda definition. Official government communications to the public that are 

designed to influence opinion. The information may be true or false, but it is always 

carefully selected for its political effect. 
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Hands Up Agree/Disagree 

NB Make it clear that there is no right answer. They just have to be able to justify 

their opinion. 

The government were right to use various techniques to encourage men to fight in 

the War. 

Listen to 2 or 3 opinions and discuss as appropriate. 

Extension Written Activity 

Create own propaganda poster for recruiting students to your school. 

 

Homework Activity 

This is necessary for next week’s lesson. It is collaborative. 

Divide these groups between the pairs or 3s. 

1. Plymouth Brethren 

2. Christadelphian 

3. Socialist 

4. Quaker 

5. Methodist 

6. Baptist 

7. Independent Labour Party 

Their task is to create a 4 line verse of 2 rhyming couplets like: 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall. 

All the King’s horses & all the King’s men, 

Couldn’t put Humpty together again. 

 

Which describe the religion they have been given. Please find 2 examples from 

Dronfield Y9s of this homework. 

Quakers 

 

We are Quakers, we call ourselves Friends 

We meet up to worship but it sometimes depends. 

We view ourselves as members of a Christian denomination. 

We often contact God to have a conversation. 
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Primitive Methodism Couplets 

 

They were the true guardians 

Their lives so Gordian 

But they were divided from the Wesleyans 

Who justified leadership in their hands 

 

By the end of the century 

Both sides became friendly 

Stopping the gaining search 

And joined to create the new Methodist church. 

 
One thing you have learnt from this lesson: 

“ Britain needed a lot of men” 

“People were looked down upon if they didn’t go to war.” 
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1.     What information can you learn from these posters about WW1? 

 

 

2.      What visual messages are you being given by the posters? 

 

3. What emotions are the posters trying to make the people feel? 

 

 

4. Do you have any questions? 
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1. What information can you learn from 

these posters about WW1? 

 

 

2. What visual messages are being given 

by these posters? 

 

 

3. What emotions are the posters trying to 

make the people feel? 

 

 

 

4. Do you have any questions?  
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1. What information can you learn from these posters about WW1? 
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17 
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1. What information can you learn from these posters about WW1? 

 

 

 

 

2. What visual messages are you being given by the posters? 

 

 

 

 

3. What emotions are the posters 

trying to make the people feel? 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you have any questions? 
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Pack up your Troubles 

 

Private Perks is a funny little codger 

With a smile a funny smile. 

Five feet none, he's and artful little dodger 

With a smile a funny smile. 

Flush or broke he'll have his little joke, 

He can't be suppress'd. 

All the other fellows have to grin 

When he gets this off his chest, Hi! 

Chorus (sung twice after each verse) 

Pack up your troubles in your old kit-bag, 

And smile, smile, smile, 

While you've a lucifer to light your fag, 

Smile, boys, that's the style. 

What's the use of worrying? 

It never was worth while, so 

Pack up your troubles in your old kit-bag, 

And smile, smile, smile. 

 

Private Perks went a-marching into Flanders 

With his smile his funny smile. 

He was lov'd by the privates and commanders 

For his smile his funny smile. 

When a throng of Bosches came along 

With a mighty swing, 

Perks yell'd out, "This little bunch is mine! 

Keep your heads down, boys and sing, Hi! 

 

Private Perks he came back from Bosche-shooting 

With his smile his funny smile. 

Round his home he then set about recruiting 

With his smile his funny smile. 

He told all his pals, the short, the tall, 

What a time he'd had; 

And as each enlisted like a man 

Private Perks said 'Now my lad,' Hi! 
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Conscientious Objection 

Learning 

 To see how anti-war movement grew 

 To see the use of poetry pastiche 

 To share what they have learnt about the religious groups 

 To experience a real tribunal for a conscientious objector 

 To reflect on use of conscription 
 
Resources 
Space rearranged 
Scripts for all 
Pre-made groups of 6/7 with roles 
 
Divide into groups of 6/7. To read script & then act it out to get a feel of the situation. 
The Applicant should stand in front of other 5 who are sat down.  
 
Applicant Largest role 
Chairman & Dr Buckley Large roles 
Mr Oram, Mr Slater and Mr Master Medium roles 
Mr Hampson non speaking role 
 
Activity 1 
Share the following information. 
 
Historical Context Note to Share  
First 2 years of war all about recruiting soldiers across whole country.  
To begin with many signed up. Thought it would be over for Christmas – didn’t want 

to miss out. For some it meant they got shoes and food ie a way out of being very 

poor. 

Then: 

 Dragged on 

 Men started dying 

 Terrible stories came back despite the censorship 

Anti war or Peace movement grew…. 

Put the nursery rhyme up and someone read it out loud: 

Sing a song of Europe 

Highly civilized; 

Four and twenty nations 

Wholly hypnotized – 

When the battle opens 

The bullets start to sing: 

Isn’t that a silly way 
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To act for any King? 

The Kings are in the background 

Issuing commands 

The Queens are in the parlour 

Per etiquette’s demands. 

The bankers in the counting-house 

Are busy multiplying; 

The common people at the Front 

Are doing all the dying. 

 

Questions for the pairs or 3s: 
1. Is it familiar in any way? 
2. What messages is it communicating? 
3. What is it saying about society’s structure? 
4. Does the form of their homework make sense now? 

Get them to share their homework so that class at least hears one of each. 

Historical Context for Teachers 

Due to less and less men enlisting, despite all the techniques, in January 1916 a law 

was passed that said that all men between 18 and 41 had to enlist in the army. 

There were some exemptions: 

 Being medically unfit 

 Being in a protected occupation (eg farming or sometimes because someone 

is dependent on you) 

 Being a conscientious objector to war (very few were permitted and many 

were given non-combatant roles such as ambulance drivers) 

 Some refused to do anything to help the war. 

Many COs objected for religious reasons. Most were in the religious groups looked 

into for homework. The Church of England supported the war. Here is one example 

of many such statements. eg Bishop of Carlisle said: 

War is being fought on behalf of truth, justice & righteousness. It is a crusade & 

British soldiers are in a sense divinely ordained for this service. 

If they objected to serve in the armed forces then they had to attend a tribunal. There 

were local respected men and a military man on the board. The military man had 

been ordered not to allow CO. Of over 17000 COs only 300ish were exempted. 

Many of the records of these tribunals are missing. Sometimes only newspaper 

reports remain. These can be difficult to read. 

Explain the above to the students and put them into groups of 6/7.  
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This has been adapted from a tribunal report in The Buxton Advertiser April 
1916. Al the Tribunal board members would be men and would include 
someone from the army who was under orders not to accept CO arguments. 
 
Applicant James Vickery 
Chairman & Dr Buckley  
Mr Oram, Mr Slater and Mr Master  
Mr Hampson  

 

Applicant (age 24):I have been a conscientious objector ever since he had been 

able to form any opinion at all. I have always held strong views against war.  

 

Chairman: Many of us hold strong views against war, don’t we?     

 

Applicant: - Yes. I do not belong to any religious denomination at present, but I hold 

similar views to Quakers. 

 

Chairman: You absolutely object to fighting in any form?    

 

Applicant: Yes 

 

Chairman: In self –defence or any form?     

 

Applicant: Yes 

 

Chairman: You would not defend yourself?   

  

Applicant: I would defend myself but I would not use any arms. 

 

Chairman: You would use your fists?    

 

Applicant: Anything I felt right to do under the circumstances.  

 

Chairman: You would defend yourself and your family?   

 

Applicant: Yes, to the best of my ability, but I feel there is no reason to be in the 

army to do it. 

 

Dr. Buckley: What is your job? 

 

Applicant: I am a director of a Company of metal merchants in Manchester. 

 

Dr Buckley: Of course, the metal trade has undoubtedly benefited through the war?   
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Applicant:  It may be so, but it is a thing we can’t avoid. We are only supplying our 

ordinary customers that they had supplied for 20 or 30 years. We have refused other 

work in connection with the war.  

 

Dr Buckley: I suppose you would object to go mine sweeping?   

 

Applicant:  I realise that in mine sweeping you are not only helping to save life, but 

you are helping to destroy other lives. If I go mine sweeping and our own mines are 

swept as well then I should not have any objection. I object to any form of service 

under military control. 

 

Chairman: He objected to any form of service under military control. 

 

Dr. Buckley: Why?   

 

Applicant:  Because it takes away freedom of conscience. 

 

Mr. Oram: Are you aware that if it were not for military control you would not have 

that freedom? Has it ever appealed to you in that way?   

 

Applicant:  I have not looked at it like that. 

 

Mr Oram: Do you think you would be well off under the Germans?   

Applicant: I think they have done wrong, and I abhor all their misdeed, but I take no 

part in it, and have not wished to take any part in it. 

 

Mr Oram: You think it wrong to attempt to stop the Germans coming here and ruling 

over us?   

 

Applicant: If everyone held to the same views as I do, there would not be any war at 

all.  

 

Mr. Master:  I think you left one church on account of their views on the war?    

 

Applicant: Yes 

 

Mr Master: You know that other people left the church having a contrary view?  

 

Applicant: Yes, I quite admit that. I could not agree with the views that were 

expressed in the church and therefore I felt bound to leave.  

 

Mr Master: It is only a matter of one opinion against another!  
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Applicant: Quite so. 

 

Mr Master: I think you recognise that is there were not someone to fight for us we 

should fare very badly. Take, for instance, breakfast this morning: we should not 

have had sugar from America and bacon from Denmark. If it had not been for our 

boys fighting we should have stood a poor chance. You have no objection to those 

boys fighting?  

 

Applicant: They have gone out of their own free-will. 

 

Mr Master: Those boys have gone out to defend our shores and you won’t go out?  

 

Applicant: I have a very strong conscientious objection to all wars. I object to 

service at all, even non-combatant. 

 

Mr Master: Would you go out with the R.A.M.C.?   

 

Applicant: Oh, no. 

 

Mr Master: Would you not help these fellows who are protecting our shores at all?  

 

Applicant: It is just a question of opinion. If they have done right, I honour them for 

doing it, but I can’t take that view at all.  

 

Dr. Buckley: Would you join as a non-combatant?   

 

Applicant: No. 

 

Dr Buckley: Why?   

 

Applicant: Because I should be directly helping in the war. 

 

Dr Buckley: You recognise that all single men shall serve?   

 

Applicant: No. 

 

Chairman: It is the law of the land!  

 

Applicant: It is the law of the land. It also gives provision in the Act that where a 

man has a conscientious objection he can claim objection. 

 

Mr. Slater: The Tribunal here has the sole power and you have to convince it. 
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Dr. Buckley: He objected to serve in any capacity whatever although it was the law. 

 

Applicant: My whole point is under military control.  

 

Mr. Oram: Suppose there were a riot and you were asked to assist in quelling the 

riot would you assist those under the civil Government?   

 

Applicant: I should not feel justified in taking life under any circumstances. I should 

give all the assistance I possibly could as a civilian…. 

 

Mr. Slater: But you don’t give whole hearted assent to that as the law of the land!  

 

Applicant: Certainly, for the common good. 

 

Mr Slater: I take it, it is for the common good you object. 

 

Chairman: You honour the men that are fighting now, but you are not prepared to 

fight yourself, is that it?    

 

Applicant:  Yes, sir. 

 

…..after deciding…. 

 

Chairman: Your application has been denied. Await your call up papers. 
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Ask: 

1. How did it feel to be the applicant? 

2. How did it feel to be a member of the board? 

3. How do you imagine mothers, wives and sisters may have felt? 

 

His brother Arthur went through the process on the same day, both of them had 

further appeals and then joined the Friends Ambulance Unit. Arthur was in France.  

 

How did it feel to be the applicant: 

“ You had to be strong, assertive and clear about your views.” 

How did it feel to be the applicant: 

“ Felt sorry for the applicant as the decision had clearly already been made.” 

 

I will not 

 

I will not 

Listen to your lies 

Fight your wars 

‘Tis a far more noble thing to be 

A live coward 

Rather than a dead patriot 

 

Stick up for what’s right 

Don’t fight against them 

Don’t fight against them 

Fight with your voice 

Not with a gun 

 

So that we can bomb the world to pieces 

But we can’t bomb it in to peace 

Murd’rous glory is no shining medal 

But a bloody stain on all our hands 

 

The king is at home sipping his tea 

Sending innocent civilians to die 

Go find him and point a bony finger 

At their bloody hands. 

 

By a Dronfield Year 9 
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Hands Up Agree/Disagree 

NB Make it clear that there is no right answer. They just have to be able to justify 

their opinion. 

The government were right to use conscription to force men to fight in the War. 

Listen to 2 or 3 opinions and discuss as appropriate. 
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The Story of Arthur Bowles 
 

 

NB To get the most out of this lesson it could be done across 2. The 

documents take a lot of time to decipher and talk about. Young people 

were very motivated to do this in the trial. 

 

 

Guidance Tip from Dronfield Teacher 

“At the start to re-assure the students that this will be difficult, you have to piece 

together info and you might not ‘know’ with any great certainty that you are right – 

neither will the teacher and neither are historians always certain about what the 

evidence is telling us – that before we read about it in history books, it needs piecing 

together and interpreting – and that is what historians do.  

Emphasis to the students that there is a reason for the column about inference – that 

they will not have all of the info, that what the evidence tells them might not be clear 

and that they will therefore have to use their own deductive powers (making 

connections with detectives) to work out what the documents are suggesting.” 

 

Learning 

 To learn the story of a miner from Heanor, story of Conscientious Objection 

 To use real documents from World War 1 

 

Resources 

You Tube Clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C2qOAgMCl4  

Document booklets made up from Arthur Bowles resource for every student. 

 

Activity 1 

Play: I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier from You Tube sung by the Peerless 

Quartet in 1915 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C2qOAgMCl4 

Questions:  

Questions for the pairs or 3s: 
1. What messages is it communicating? 
2. Is it different from modern popular songs? 

You may want to mention: 

Poetry, song, posters, newspapers and letter writing all played a huge part in the 

message that the pro war & anti war sides put out. There was more pro war 

propaganda than anti war. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C2qOAgMCl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-C2qOAgMCl4
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Activity 2 

Give students document booklet in put in pairs/3s or 

4s and the deduction chart. 

Ask them to read & piece together the story of Arthur 

Bowles. They may wish to use some of what they 

have learnt before to inform missing bits. 

Feedback the story and their learning. 

 

Hands Up Agree/Disagree 

NB Make it clear that there is no right answer. They just have to be able to justify 

their opinion. 

The government were right to use conscription to force men to fight in the War. 

Listen to 2 or 3 opinions and discuss as appropriate. 
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Arthur Bowles 
 

World War 1 - Conscientious Objector and Miner 

from Heanor, Derbyshire 

 

Picture from later in life. 

Born 1896 Parents Arthur & Eliza Bowles – 

Christadelphians, Brothers Frederick & Alfred 

(drowned as a child), Sister Evelyn Married 1923 

 

 

Contents 

1. Additional Information 

2. Medical Examination Document 19th April 1918 

3. Appeal 4th May 1918 original & typed copy 

4. Notice of Decision June 1918 

5. Charge Sheet 6th July 1918 

6. Letter about Appeal 26th August 1918 

7. Jannaway Letter 2nd October 1918 original & typed copy 

NB Read this information first and then the documents in order it 
will help you make sense of the story. 
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Additional Information 

The Act of January 1916 specified that men from the ages of 18 to 41 were 
liable to be called-up for service unless they were married (or widowed with 
children), or else served in one of a number of reserved professions (usually 
industrial, but which also included clergymen). 

Within four months a revised version of the Act was passed; this enabled the 

War Office in London to extend the service of time-expired servicemen and 

brought within the terms of the Act all men - regardless of marital status - from 

the ages of 18 to 41.  The government also gained the right to re-examine men 

previously declared medically unfit for service. 

In April 1917 the Act was modified once more.  Men who had left military service 

on account of wounds or ill-health were to be re-examined to determine whether 

they were fit to resume service; and a revised list of reserved occupations was 

published. 

A fourth version of the Act was passed in January 1918.  This enabled the 

government to quash all exemptions from military service on occupational 

grounds at its own discretion.  

In April 1918, a fifth version of the Act was published.  It extended age eligibility 

so that men aged from 17 to 51 could be called up.  Miners were no longer 

exempt. 

Men who could demonstrate genuine conscientious objection to wartime 

participation could escape front-line service, although most were expected to 

serve in non-combatant positions (which included such highly dangerous posts 

as front-line stretcher bearers). 

Men who could not satisfactorily demonstrate a conscientious objection (CO), 

and who persisted in their refusal to serve, suffered financial penalties and with 

many men also sent to prison where they suffered abuse & torture. 

Christadelphians got nationally exempted by Frank Jannaway, but news didn’t 

always reach beyond London. 

COs were not released from prison before the soldiers had been let go so they 

did not take soldiers’ jobs. Many struggled with employment after the war 

because of the social stigma. 

Arthur Bowles Additional Information: 

 He was beaten in Normanton Barracks 

 His family think he was released before other COs, but they are not sure 
when 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/conscientiousobjectors.htm
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APPEAL 

 

Grounds on which application made. 

 

1) Being a member of the religious body known as Christadelphians I have a 

religious conscientious objection to military service combatant and non-

combatant. I believe that the Bible is the word of God and that Christ has 

forbidden his children to kill or take vengeance. Moreover I believe that Christ 

is the future king of all the earth; that he will return and bring all nations into 

subjection to himself. In this position I cannot serve in the armies of any 

human power no matter what the cost. 

2) Being a bona-fide Christadelphian and having become a member before the 

war I claim the privilege granted to the body, namely, that as a body whose 

conscientious objection is recognised by the government they are exempted 

from all military service on undertaking work of national importance and hold 

certification granted by the “army council” one of which, owing to an 

unfortunate misunderstanding, I failed to obtain. 

3) I commenced work at the Waterloo Pit of the Shipley Colliery Company on 

April 28th 1914 and hitherto have been in possession of the Colliery Tribunals 

certificate of exemption. Having understood, unfortunately, that 

Christadelphians in the mining industry were outside the scope of the “army 

council” certificate, I failed to take advantage of this protection and 

consequently, I am left to my own resources. 

4) I am willing to undertake work of national importance at the discretion of the 

Tribunal providing the said work is of a non-military nature. 

5) I have always strenuously opposed munition making and other similar work as 

inconsistent with conscientious objection to military service. 

Arthur Bowles 

May 4th 1918 
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 Telephone : Brixton 626 

“THORNCLIFFE” 

99, STOCKWELL PARK ROAD 

LONDON. SW9. 

 

2nd Oct 1918 

 

To 

Mr Arthur Bowles 

6/65 

Work Centre, 

Princeton, South Devon 

 

Dear Mr Bowles, 

 

So glad to hear from you. Am always pleased to hear from my old Wormwood 

Scrubs companions – and can always find time to read their letters. Was glad to hear 

you were free. I have now 11 at the Scrubs (several fresh faces) and also 4 at 

Wandsworth prison, where I have started a Bible Class for every Tuesday at 2.30. All 

seem well and happy. I agree with all the sentiments you express in your letter. 

Give my love to all at the Work Centre. 

Yours always, 

Frank Jannaway 
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Arthur Bowles Story – Deduction Aid 

 

Name and Date of 
Document 

What evidence does the 
document give you? 

What can you infer from 
the document? 

Is there anything on the 
document you don’t 

understand? 
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The Story of Alice Wheeldon 

Learning 

 To use skills of inferring and deducting to piece together an amazing local 

story that continues today 

 To go on a voyage of discovery 

 

Resources 

Copies of funeral for those that need it. 

Copies of other documents 

Song lyrics 

Might be wise to pick groups beforehand 

 

Activity 1 

In groups of 2/3 read the account of the funeral.  

Alternatively: Have some 

space cleared and have cast 

everyone to their non-

speaking more formally 

dressed roles eg journalists 

etc only one person needs 

their speech and that is John 

S. Clarke. Teacher to read 

narration and students move 

and react in role. If you wish 

to create some basic 

imaginary geography that will 

help. That is; where the gate 

is, where the journalists are, where the coffin is lowered etc. 

NB Doesn’t matter if it is not perfect. This achieves a sense of how it felt. It also 

points out the presence of the watching journalists and their significance. 

“Doing the mock-up of the funeral was interesting and got the students 

involved – even overcoming the cynicism of the teenagers.” 

Ian Lloyd – Y9 History Teacher DHFS 

 

 

After the funeral is over ask them what questions it leaves them with and to record 

them? NB It is important these questions are not answered.  

 

 

 



 
 

47 
 

Alice Wheeldon’s Funeral  

 

On a chill, cold day in late February 1919, a small number of newspaper reporters 

observed as four carriages of the funeral cortege pulled up outside the Derby’s 

municipal cemetery. They had watched the procession behind the coffin, which was 

carried through the impressive Victorian gatehouse near to the grave of Alice’s 

father. 

They saw that none of the twenty solemn figures gathered round an open grave on a 

hillside over- looking Derby, wore black, most unusual.  

The mourners had gathered to bury Alice Wheeldon, a mother, a sister, an aunt, a 

friend – and Enemy of the Government. She had been described as a desperate, 

dangerous person.  Among the mourners were important people in the pacifist 

movement, men and women opposed to war and killing, and Socialist activists. 

William Wheeldon, her 27 year old son stepped forward to place a carefully unfolded 

“ Red Flag of Socialism” on the oak coffin.  

As the coffin was lowered into the ground, there was no religious service and no 

reference to God. 

John S. Clarke, an adventurous man with a history of lion taming, gun running, and 

currently a revolutionary, climbed to the top of a small bank. He was a renowned 

speaker. Holding his lapels of his overcoat, he began a speech about Alice 

Wheeldon when she died. 

This afternoon we are faced here with the climax of one of the world’s most poignant 

tragedies. Don’t mistake that – a tragedy. We are giving to the eternal keeping of 

Mother Earth, the mortal dust of a poor innocent victim of a judicial murder. That is a 

frightful word to utter over the mouth of a grave, but don’t mistake it, it was murder. 

Activity 2 

Spread the following 3 documents evenly through the groups ie one third of group 
have trial, one third the newspaper article and one third Chloe’s document. 
They have questions attached which they need to look at and answer. 

Guidance Tip from Trial Teacher 
“Need to emphasise that the task is difficult and that they only have some of the 
information, but that the task is similar to the way that historians would be working 
(and the way they might be working in other subjects and in their lives) when they do 
not have all of the information to hand, but are trying to work out what the heck is 
going on.” 

Choose as many groups as possible to feedback the answers to their questions to 
see how much more of the story they have worked out. Feedback in document order 
so the story is gradually more revealed. Ie Court report, Newspaper article, Chloe’s 
paragraph 
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The Wheeldon Trial – Court Report 

From Nicola Rippon’s “The Plot to Kill Lloyd George.” 

 

At twenty minutes to eight after less than half an hour of deliberation, the jury returns 
to the court.  The defendants are asked to stand to hear their fates. There was 
complete silence as the foreman stood and delivered the verdicts : 
 

Alice Wheeldon guilty on both counts; 

Hettie Wheeldon not guilty on all counts; 

Winnie Mason guilty of conspiracy; 

Alfred Mason guilty of conspiracy. 

 

The pale figure of Hettie Wheeldon stood motionless in the dock. Astonished at the 

verdict – not at the convictions of her mother, her sister and brother-in-law, but her 

own acquittal. She did not move until Justice Low said : 

 

Please remove the acquitted prisoner from the court. 

 

A wardress motioned for Hettie to follow her and she looked from right to left at the 

family that surrounded her and then left the dock without comment. Mr Justice Low 

then spoke to Alice Wheeldon, who had stood stony faced since the foreman had 

delivered his verdict ; 

 

You have been convicted upon evidence which could only have brought the jury to 

one conclusion – namely that you conspired and solicited and proposed the crime of 

murder, and murder by poison. Poisoning is one of the gravest crimes that can be 

committed. The law limits to a certain period the extent of the sentence that can be 

passed upon you. I can imagine no worse case than yours, and I have no alternative 

but to send you to penal servitude for ten years. 

 

Alice mutters a quiet: 

 

Thank you. 

 

She leaves the dock accompanied by a wardress. Justice Low told Alf; 

But for the recommendation of the jury, I should have passed the same sentence on 

you. You will go to penal servitude for seven years. 

 

Alf leaves the dock with his warder with a fixed smile and lively step. As a 

conscientious objector perhaps he was thinking that, after all, he had escaped 

military service. 

 

Winnie now stood alone in the dock and was emotionless as Justice Low addressed 

her; 
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With regard to you, Winnie Mason, you also without question were a party to the 

nefarious scheme. I take in to account your bringing up and I feel that your position is 

largely due to the bad and wicked influence of your mother. The jury have talked the 

view that some leniency should be shown to you, and I shall pass upon you the 

sentence of five years penal servitude. 

 

Winnie then left the court with her wardress.  

 

Justice Low then permitted Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst to defend the honour of her 

organisation. She told the assembled court; 

 

We declare that there is no life more valuable to the nation than that of Mr Lloyd-

George. We would endanger our own live rather than his should suffer. 

 

As the trial came to a close, the court filled with excited chatter.  

 

 
 

Questions 

 

In pairs or threes:  

1. Consider how did Alice and family find themselves in this position, especially 

considering they supported peace and conscientious objectors? 

2. Does it answer any questions about the funeral? 

3. Does it raise any further questions? 
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Newspaper Report 

Aberdeen Journal 

 

PLOT TO MURDER MR 

LLOYD GEORGE. 

 

ANOTHER TEACHER ARRESTED 

 

ABSENTEE UNDER MILITARY 

SERVICE ACT 

 

The  police were following up their inquiries 

In connection with the alleged plot to murder 

Mr Lloyd George and Mr Henderson. 

On Wednesday night another member of the 

Wheeldon family, William Marshall Wheeldon, 

was detained at Southampton as an absentee. 

The affair has caused great excitement in Derby, 

where the Wheeldons are well known. 

  Up at Pear Tree Road – a short tram ride 

from the centre of the town – Mrs Wheeldon  

keeps a cast-off clothing shop. The aged father 

of the family hovered about the locality on 

Wednesday, says a special correspondent of the  

“Evening Standard”. “I know nothing about 

the matter,” he said in reply to an inquiry; “it 

is a tremendous surprise to me. Mrs Wheeldon 

was always determined to give her children the 

best education she could.” 

  Harriot Ann Wheeldon was a school teacher 

at Ilkeston, some few miles out, coming in and  

out daily. She had been teaching for a year  

at that school. The children were rather sur- 

prised when Miss Wheeldon was called for by 

the police on Tuesday afternoon and driven 

quietly away. Winnie Mason was also well 

educated and the son William Marshall Wheel- 

don, was a teacher under the Derby education 

authority. The Wheeldons are spoken of as an 

intelligent, intellectual family, “quite above the 

ordinary,” as a neighbour expressed it, and the 

mother was a known sympathiser with the 

suffragists. 
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  Alexander McDonald, a missing conscientious 

Objector, is said to have been found at Pear 

Tree Road when the Wheeldons and Mason were 

arrested. He was committed yesterday to 

await an escort. 

  Alfred George Mason was, in the first place, 

riding a bicycle to Liverpool, but he was at the 

Wheeldons’ house when the arrests took place. 

He rode from Southampton, leaving his wife, 

Winnie, there. 

  William Marshall Wheeldon, son of Mrs 

Wheeldon, who was charged with conspiracy at 

Derby, was arrested at Southampton, and 

charged yesterday with being an absentee under 

the Military Services Act. The arrest took place 

at a house in Millbrook Road, which Mason 

and his wife occupied, and was made by Detec- 

tive Pugh. Wheeldon is 25 years of age, and of  

medium build and height. He wore glasses, and 

was not in uniform. He was described as a 

school teacher when charged.  

 

NB This is laid out exactly like the newspaper article. 

Questions 

In pairs or threes:  

1. What does it tell you about the story? 

2. Does it answer any questions about the funeral? 

3. Does it raise any further questions? 
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The Story continues in 2015. 
What is the campaign to clear Alice Wheeldon’s name? 

 

Background 
Alice Wheeldon was convicted and imprisoned in 1917 during the war, the Great 
War (we call the First World War), after an extraordinary trials. Winnie Mason, one of 
her daughters, and Alf Mason, her son-in-law were also convicted and imprisoned.  
Their application was rejected by the Criminal Court of Appeal. Newspapers covered 
the trial, and repeated the government’s accusations that then damaged their lives 
and reverberated down the generations.  
Documents relating to the use of spies in the Wheeldon household and at trial were 
embargoed for 60 years or more. With a long time in the dark, the name of Alice 
Wheeldon was mostly hidden from history and wherever known, she was vilified as a 
poisoner and bad woman.  

Derby People’s History Group (DPHG)’s campaign ‘to clear their names’ 
As the records became available to historians, the credibility of the trial was 
questioned. It showed that people who spoke out against the war would be 
punished, deterring and frightening others. It was used to curb dissent.  
Fortunately, in 2011 the DPHG recognised that it was time to campaign ‘to clear their 
names’. They readily gained the support of Alice’s great granddaughters, Chloe and 
Deirdre Mason who live in Sydney, Australia.  

In 2012 DPHG and Derby Local Studies Library convened a public meeting about 
‘clearing their names’. Speakers included Derby resident Betty Keeling whose family 
knew the Wheeldons, Dr Nick Hiley historian, and Alice’s great granddaughters. 

In 2013 this blue plaque was erected on the building where 
Alice had her shop, and lived in Peartree Road, Derby. 

The media coverage of DPHG events, support from specialist 
historians, writers has meant the old, poisoner story is being 
displaced by the better informed account of what actually took 
place.  It is serving to inspire writers, poets and creative 
artists! 

In October 2014, Adam Hochschild visited Derby and spoke about his well-known 
book, To End all Wars. A Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914-1918. He was 
interviewed by the Derby Telegraph. 

Appropriately, DPHG held a Festival of Peace and Justice to celebrate with 
songwriter Robb Johnson sang his new song as tribute.  

DPHG organises guided historical walks and bicycle rides - ‘Alice Walks’ and ‘Alice 
rides’- around the sites associated with Alice’s life, the trial, and the Derby network of 
people and groups with a vision for peace and justice.  

With its broad interests, DPHG has held events with the theme of ‘miscarriage of 
justice’: the Pentrich Rebellion (the Derbyshire Insurrection) of 1817, the Alice 
Wheeldon trial of 1917.  
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What we are doing:A vital part of the campaign to clear their names is raising 
awareness of this miscarriage of justice so that legal action to amend the record 
strikes a chord of recognition. The family is working with lawyers at St Philips 
Chambers in Birmingham who are preparing an application to the Criminal Cases 

Review Commission (CCRC). 
 
The aim is to have the case reviewed and the criminal convictions quashed.  

The CCRC is an independent statutory body that has the power to investigate post-
appeal cases, like the Wheeldons & Masons. The Commission may then decide to 
refer the case back to the Court of Appeal for reconsideration. This Court has the 
power to decide whether the original convictions were ‘safe’ – and thus whether to 
uphold or quash the original convictions.  (In Australia, the Law Council has 
recommended that the Australian Government set up a Commonwealth Criminal 
Cases Review Commission to conduct such important and necessary work to ensure 
the integrity of the criminal justice system.) 

The main thrust of the application to the CCRC will concern the absence of and 
official silence regarding the undercover government agent, known to the 
Defendants only as Alex Gordon.  

He was not called or made available at trial, having been kept out of the way in 
February and March 1917, then sent to South Africa, with his wife, after the 
application to appeal was rejected. Furthermore, he was a man of mental instability 
and serious criminal history. Those facts were never disclosed to the Defence. It was 
the Defendants’ case at trial in March 1917 that Rickard had persuaded Alice 
Wheeldon to procure poison for the purpose of killing internment camp guard dogs, 
and the notion that the poison was to be used to kill the Prime Minister and a 
member of the Cabinet was a fabrication driven by him.  

The application to the CCRC will contend that his absence was deliberately 
contrived, to prevent the Defendants from properly developing their explanation 
regarding the poison; and that his history was knowingly concealed, to prevent his 
character, or the credibility of his superior and the key prosecution witness, being 
properly scrutinised. 

Deirdre and Chloe Mason 2015 – Alice Wheeldon’s great grandaughters 

 

Questions 
In pairs or threes:  

1. What does it tell you about the story? 

2. Does it answer any questions about the funeral? 

3. Does it raise any further questions? 
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NB If you haven’t time to do this it makes a good starter to the next lesson. 

Activity 3 
Listen to this song thinking about the following questions: 

1. Does it have a particular political view? If yes what is it and what is the 
evidence? 

2. Does it answer any questions about the funeral? 

3. Does it raise any further questions? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SH8VF6j6fuI  

Share answers to the questions. Answer any further questions necessary. If time you 
may want to mention that they will be producing their own song, poem, nursery 
rhyme etc next week on using the material they have learnt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SH8VF6j6fuI
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Robb Johnson’s - Alice Annie Wheeldon 2013 

   

Hard times in Derby no work for working men 

Alice sells old shirts and coats to bring her money in 

So her daughters will be teachers and things won't stay the same 

Chorus 

Alice Annie Wheeldon – no gravestone holds her name 

This is how the world gets changed 

 

Alice Annie Wheeldon works hard to set things right 

For a world where women have the vote and men don't have to fight 

She knows things don't just happen, the system is to blame. 

(Chorus) 

 

Her homes becomes a shelter for young men like her son 

Brave enough to tell them 'I will not hold a gun' 

The men who give the orders are the ones should feel ashamed. 

(Chorus) 

 

Government sends its agents to weave a web of lies 

A plot to murder Lloyd George made up by MI5 

Convicted on false evidence from the criminally insane 

(Chorus) 

 

When the war is over family get released 

Not a doctor will attend her when she dies 

A red flag on her coffin, teardrops in the rain 

(Chorus) 

 

http://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/ROBB-JOHNSON-S-SONG-LYRICS/story-18867005-detail/story.html#comments
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Additional Information for Teachers can be passed over when it comes to 
presentation time 

Alice Marshall, the daughter of William Marshall, a railway engineer, was born 
in Derby in 1866. After leaving school she worked as a domestic servant. 

In 1886 Alice married William Wheeldon, a widowed engine fitter some fourteen 
years her senior. The couple moved to Bootle. Over the next few years Alice 
Wheeldon gave birth to Nellie (1888), Hettie (1891), William (1892) and Winnie 
(1893). 

In 1901 Alice and her family moved back to Derby. William Wheeldon was now 
working as a commercial traveller whereas Alice Wheeldon ran a second-hand 
clothes shop in Pear Tree Road. She was described as a warm, generous and kind 
person by neighbours. 

Alice Wheeldon became active in politics. She was a socialist and a member of 
the Socialist Labour Party (SLP). Her daughters, Hettie Wheeldon and Winnie 
Wheeldon, shared her feminist political views. 

Alice and her daughters also joined the No-Conscription Fellowship (NCF) started in 
Derbyshire by Lilla and Fenner Brockway, to oppose men being forced to go to war. 

In 1915 Alice's daughter, Winnie, married Alfred Mason. The couple moved 
to Southampton, where Mason worked as a chemist and continued to be involved in 
the socialist and anti-war movement.  

Alice's son, William Wheeldon, was also active in the cause. He was a conscientious 
objector. 

The NCF mounted a vigorous campaign against the punishment and imprisonment 
of conscientious objectors. About 16,000 men refused to fight. Most of these men 
were pacifists, who believed that even during wartime it was wrong to kill another 
human being. 

Alice Wheeldon, was part of a network in Derby to help those conscientious 
objectors on the run or in jail. This was against the law. 

On 27th December 1916, Alex Gordon arrived at Alice's house claiming to be 
a conscientious objectors on the run from the police. Alice arranged for him to spend 
the night at the home of Lydia Robinson. a couple of days later Gordon returned to 
Alice's home with Herbert Booth, another man who he said was a member of the 
anti-war movement. In fact, both Gordon and Booth were undercover agents working 
for the government.  

According to Alice, Gordon and Booth both told her that dogs now guarded the 
camps in which conscientious objectors were held; and that they had suggested to 
her that poison would be necessary to eliminate the animals, in order that the men 
could escape. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derby
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bootle
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ITderby.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/socialism.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/TUslp.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonH.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonW.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonW.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWncf.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRImasonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ITsouthampton.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonWM.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWncf.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_objector
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derby
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIgordonA.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_objector
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIboothH.htm
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Alice Wheeldon agreed to ask her son-in-law, Alfred Mason, who was a chemist 
in Southampton, to obtain the poison: "Being a businesswoman I made a bargain 
with him (Gordon) that if I could assist him in getting his friends from a concentration 
camp by getting rid of the dogs, he would, in his turn, see to the three boys, my son, 
Mason and a young man named MacDonald, whom I have kept, get away." 

On 31st January 1917, Alice Wheeldon, Hettie Wheeldon, Winnie Mason and Alfred 
Mason were arrested and charged with plotting to murder the British Prime 
Minister David Lloyd George and Arthur Henderson, the leader of the Labour Party. 

A photograph taken in January 1917. 
Left to right: A prison wardress, 
Hettie Wheeldon, Winnie Mason and 
Alice Wheeldon 

Alex Gordon one of the under cover 
agents did not give evidence. 

Basil Thomson, the Deputy 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, argued in his book, The Story of 
Scotland Yard (1935) that Gordon was 

an agent who "was a person with a criminal history, or he had invented the whole 
story to get money and credit from his employer." 

Alice turned the jury against her when she refused to swear on the Bible because 
she was an atheist. 

Alice admitted that she had asked Alfred Mason to obtain poison to use on dogs 
guarding the camps in which conscientious objectors were held. This was supported 
by the letter sent by Mason that had been intercepted by the police. 

She insisted that Gordon's plan involved the killing of the guard dogs.  

Alice Wheeldon admitted that she had told Alex Gordon that she hoped David Lloyd 
George and Arthur Henderson would soon be dead as she regarded them as "a 
traitor to the labouring classes?" However, she was certain that she had not said this 
when she handed over the poison to Gordon. 

When Hettie Wheeldon gave evidence she claimed that it was Gordon and Booth 
who suggested that they assassinate the prime minister.  

Hettie said that she was immediately suspicious of her mother's new friends: "I 
thought Gordon and Booth were police spies. I told my mother of my suspicions on 
28 December. By the following Monday I was satisfied they were spies. I said to my 
mother: "You can do what you like, but I am having nothing to do with it." 

In court Winnie Mason admitted having helped her mother to obtain poison, but 
insisted that it was for "some dogs" and was "part of the scheme for liberating 
prisoners for internment".  

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRImasonA.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southampton
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonH.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonW.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRImasonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRImasonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRgeorge.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/TUhenderson.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Plabour.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonH.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonW.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIgordonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/SSthomson.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss_b?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Basil+Thomson%2C+The+Story+of+Scotland+Yard&x=16&y=14
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_ss_b?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Basil+Thomson%2C+The+Story+of+Scotland+Yard&x=16&y=14
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRImasonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIgordonA.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRgeorge.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRgeorge.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/TUhenderson.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonH.htm
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/CRIwheeldonW.htm
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 Alice Annie Wheeldon 

 

Innocent or guilty 

It’s up to them to choose 

Either way 

This is a fight she’ll lose 

 

Set up and framed 

Helping others from the good of her heart 

Betrayed by spies 

She’ll die in prison, in the dark 

 

Alice Annie Wheeldon 

No gravestone holds her name 

Against the war, helping the boys 

But she got the blame 

 

A sympathiser 

An enemy of the state 

Spied on by the government 

Who gave her so much hate 

 

Laid down to rest 

Not a piece of black in sight 

A red flag from her son 

She’d lost her fight 

 

Alice Annie Wheeldon 

No gravestone holds her name 

Against the war, helping the boys 

But she got the blame 

 

By a Year 9 Student from Dronfield 

 

Presentation Preparation 

Learning  

 To work effectively collaboratively 

 To select an appropriate form 

 To rehearse for a presentation 
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Resources 

Those that have been given over last 4 weeks. 

 

Activity1 

Hands Up Agree/Disagree 

NB Make it clear that there is no right answer. They just have to be able to justify 

their opinion. 

The government were right to use conscription to force men to fight in the War. 

It is understandable that the government would allow the Wheeldons & Masons to go 

to trial on such a charge to make an example of those that sympathised or helped 

COs. 

Listen to 2 or 3 opinions and discuss as appropriate. 

“ Maintaining being a CO was hard because of the hate.” 

Year 9 response to being a CO was easy. 

 

Activity 2 

Use the learning/resources you have worked with over the last 4 weeks to create a 

poem, song, newspaper report, series of posters etc in the style of World War 1 

work, that you can perform or present to the rest of the group next week. You may 

work in pairs, 3s or 4s. 

Example Ideas – you may have better ones! 

1. The Ballad of Arthur Bowles 

2. The Ballad of Alice Wheeldon 

3. Nursery Rhyme in support of COs 

4. Poem from Wormwood Scrubs 

5. Script of a meal time in the house of the Quaker from the Tribunal the night 

after he lost his case. 

6. An anti-war song 

7. A pro war song 

Homework 

Make sure you are ready for next week’s lesson. 
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Presentation 

Learning 

 To demonstrate some of their learning from the past 4 weeks in terms of form 

& content 

 To perform in a group 

 

Resources 

Whatever is required. 

 

Don’t Join the War 

 

Don’t join the war; you’ll have no fun, 

Especially if you don’t want to hold a gun, 

‘Cause although you have rights as a person, 

Your position in the war will worsen, 

Most will see you as a coward, 

(These are the peole with the power). 

 

Don’t go to war, 

Don’t go to die. 

Your widowed families be left, 

Home alone to cry, 

You’ll fight from the trenches, 

Covered in dirt 

You’ll end up dead, 

Leaving your family hurt. 

 

“It’ll be a wonderful experience,” all of the leaders said, 

As they sat in their homes all tucked up in bed. 

“We want YOU” the posters are saying, 

But now I’m sat in the trench all covered in rain. 

Why should I be sacrificing my life? 

This violence and war just isn’t that nice. 

All around, I see lots of blood, 

As the canons are firing, soldiers are dying, the screams 

Are so loud, I cower in to the ground. 

Why should I be sacrificing my life? 

 

Emily, Jesney, Millie, Mia – Dronfield Year 9s 

 



 
 

61 
 

Some of the comments the Year 9 students made when asked what they would 

like to say to the Heritage Lottery Fund about these lessons: 

 

“It was interesting that it was about Derbyshire and the practical work was 

fun.” 

 “I learnt a lot about Alice Wheeldon.” 

“It was interesting to learn about someone away from the War front.” 

“I found the lessons engaging.” 

“It has been very interesting to find out about war stories that are not super 

well known and I liked looking at the documents.” 

“Well liked it because it was a mix between drama and history and we were 

independent and made our own speech. Thank you.”  

“It was not your original stereotypical approach to war – it was more – it 

helped us learn about war.” 

“Really interesting. Leant lots of new, interesting things. Fun activities to 

keep us interested. Interactive. Nice to do something different than writing. 

Challenged us to be creative. Overall very enjoyable.” 

“It was very interesting seeing real documents from the war. It was a good 

way of teaching the class and getting everyone involved.” 

 

 

 

 

Developed by Gertie Whitfield from Whitworks 

www.whitworks.co.uk 

 

 

Copyright with Gertie Whitfield and Whitworks. The document may be photocopied, 

shared and used as long as Whitworks are acknowledged. It may not be sold. 

http://www.whitworks.co.uk/

